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Shout Out for Colorado’s Waiting Children Candlelight Ceremony. 

The speech is a rallying cry in support of Colorado’s children who are waiting to be adopted by their Forever Families.  Although the Ceremony is past, the message in this speech is timeless.

Speak Out for Waiting Children

We are here today to speak out on behalf of all children who are growing up without families.  In this country, we value the family as the most important force in a child’s life.  The family is where children learn important values and standards of behavior.  In the family, children develop a sense of belonging, well being, and self worth.  Yet, in the year 2002, we continue to perform dismally in our efforts to ensure that all children have a permanent and loving family.


There are thousands of children nationally and hundreds statewide, who have had the rights of their birth parents terminated.  Why?  It is because parents were either unable or unwilling to consistently provide for the child’s needs.  Yes, it is because of abuse and or neglect.  In addition to managing the effects of the abuse or neglect, many of these children will also wait years for a family, while others will never have a family who can make a permanent commitment to them.  And yes, some of these waiting children will experience further victimization, either physically, emotionally, or sexually.


In Colorado, there are 375 children and youth who are waiting to be placed with a loving family.  This number represents 375 breathing human beings, who have brains that are developing, personalities to be shaped, and broken hearts to be healed.  As I worked with youngsters in both foster and adoptive placements, I saw the faces of these children first hand.  And as reflected here today by this array of delightful children’s faces, each face is unique, their characteristics distinct, and each child has a story to tell.  But sadly, the adage that “children are to be seen and not heard,” is deeply ingrained in our culture.  Children have no voice.  For many, their needs are not being met and their stories are not being heard.  So then, where is the hope?  

Ladies and gentlemen we are the hope.   Citizens of Colorado, we are the hope. We are here today, right now, giving voice to the voiceless.   This marks the beginning of a movement to speak out on behalf of children while insisting that the needs of children be responded to consistently and quickly.  This movement will not accept apathy.  We will not accept mediocrity.  Indeed, we will not, cannot, accept failure.  Our president, George Bush said that under his administration, “We will leave no child behind.”  Well Mr. President, please know that in Colorado, we are going to make sure that no child is left behind, drifting from foster home to foster home.  We are going to make sure that no child is left behind to live homeless in the streets of Colorado.  We will make sure that no child is left behind.


So, what must we do?  First, we must admit that all children need a family to nurture, support, and love them unconditionally.  Now these basic needs seem obvious.  However, the truth remains that in Colorado’s child welfare system, children are often deemed un-adoptable and thus the search for a family abandoned.  The child’s basic need for a family is unmet.


Secondly, it is essential that we elevate the status of adoptive children.  It is time for a dramatic change in our value system.  A friend shared with me that her adoptive son hates references to adopting highways, pets, and animals in the zoo because it seems to relegate his experience to that of roads and animals.  Yes Colorado, it is time for a change.  We must elevate the status of children to reflect dignity and value.


Finally, we must advocate for adoption like never before.  Am I suggesting that we should all be out adopting children?  “Absolutely not!”  But I am saying that there are individuals, who have what it takes to effectively parent children who are in need of healing.  The rest of us must support these individuals in every way possible.  That includes:  

· Financial support to minimize the economic stress on adoptive families 

· Therapeutic support, including respite care, to enhance overall family functioning, and 

· Societal support that acknowledges and respects the contribution that these families make to our society as a whole.

Children need loving families and families need loving support.  We can no longer continue in our neglect of either of the two. The finger of responsibility points to each adult individually and collectively.  I challenge you to act now and to be strong and persistent in your resolve to “Speak Out for Children!”  They are relying upon us as caring adults to be their voice!
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